minimising tissue damage; and bacteria, chemicals, and other damaging substances must not be introduced into the wound. It should be of the appropriate shape and design to permit rapid, accurate, and precise suturing. The needle is most easily manipulated ifit is appropriate to the specific wound site and if the needle holder is the best one for that needle. Care in selecting the surgeon's needle will certainly contribute to better care of patients-and should also give greater comfort and satisfaction to the craftsman surgeon at his work. 
